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Introduction
One of the main functions of the police is keeping law and order. In many cases, police officers keep law and order by enforcing regulations governing the existence of people in a community or even a country at large. In the line of their duties of keeping this law and order, sometimes they use force in circumstances such as arresting criminals or dispersing violent crowds. However, the problem comes in when this use of force goes beyond acceptable measures and harms civilians. This becomes a problem because in such cases, civilians are reminded of the functions of the police as protectors of civilians and not as people that are supposed to bring harm to the civilians (Alpert & Dunham, 2004). The main question that arises is whether the police use of force is justified or important or not. The police use of force has its importance despite sometimes creating harm to the civilians but there is a controversy when looking at the police as protectors of civilians and keepers of law and order.
The Importance of Police Use of Force
The use of force by the police is not always detrimental and should not be looked at as wrongful doing. The police face risks when they come face to face with life-threatening situations such as armed robbers and armed terrorists. In such situations, it is always a matter of life and death for police officers and the desire to prevent further damage or loss of life takes center stage. Therefore, police officers opt to use force to combat evil and prevent harm to innocent civilians whom they are supposed to protect, defend and serve. In this case therefore, the use of force helps the police to apprehend violent or dangerous people in society such as armed robbers and terrorists (Hendy, 2020). By using force, the police achieve their mandate of protecting the civilians against harm.
Use of force is also important in protecting public property and loss of money (Alpert & Dunham, 2004). Many are the times that the police have been called upon to stop riots in companies and even in higher institutions of learning. There are police departments that are specialized in dealing with riots and dispersing violent gatherings that can cause the destruction of public property or businesses. For example, in countries where democracy has not taken root, the world has seen post-election violence situations where mass protests against stealing of votes result in chaotic demonstrations and destructions of property. Thousands of demonstrators gather on the streets and sometimes become violent and turn to vandalism and looting of property from businesses along those streets. In such situations, the police are usually left with no other option but to use force to disperse such crowds and save people’s businesses and prevent destructions of property. In such situations, the use of whips and tear gas, as well as gun fires and forceful arrest of some ring leaders and other violent protestors, serves as s solution to topping chaos and restoring peace and harmony (Hendy, 2020). Therefore, the police use of force in such situations is important and useful to society.
Research studies in the field of policing have shown that it is always vital for the public to know the difference between them and the police. One way that the police can ensure respect from the public is being hard on them. Even though many people think that the police need offer service without exercising force, it will make no difference between a civilian and a police officer if the police do not exert their authority over the civilians. It is important to have a slight degree of police officers’ superiority over the civilians that can help the police earn that respect that is vital in ensuring smooth enforcement of the law. One reason that the civilians behave well in the presence of the police is that there is an element of fear for the police. That is vital in helping police officers to perform their duties and combat crime in society. If such fear is not instilled within the public, then the civilians will break the law even in the face of police of officers and that will make the society chaotic. Furthermore, the use of force helps police to overcome resistance to arrest by criminals and other lawbreakers.
The Controversy in the Use of Force by the Police
Even though the paragraphs above justify the use of force by the police in different situations, there exists a controversy in the police use of force. When the police use force to arrest suspects, sometimes that use of force results in injuries to the suspects. For example, suspects are beaten and harassed during arrest. Sometimes they are even shot at and injured. The experiences for such suspects are usually traumatizing for the victims of the police use of force (Bozeman et al., 2018). When this happens, one wonders why police officers would beat inure and even cause excruciating pain for civilians and yet they are supposed to protect them and ensure their safety. It is controversial to see police officers become the eliminators of the safety that they are supposed to ensure for civilians. When this happens, the civilians lack a place to run to. They find themselves alone without a defender or protector and that creates the leads to questions on whether it is really necessary for police to use force in their lines of duty.
The greatest duty of any police officer is to protect the lives of those he or she serves. This means that in their work, police officers endeavour to protect human life and prevent its destruction (Alpert & Dunham, 2004). This is seen in the security that they provide to civilians in various occasions, day and night. However, the police acts of force against civilians contradicts their protection for life. Sometimes this force leads to loss of life. The case of Floyd is one such example that shows that police use of force can turn violent and result to disastrous endings of human life. If the police are actually supposed to protect life, how then can they take that very life that they are supposed to protect? Such acts of violence against innocent civilians is contradicting the principles and values of policing in society.
Conclusion
There is no doubt that the police use of force has been criticized by many people in society. However, it must be understood that force becomes the necessary tool to prevent damage and harm to civilians in certain circumstances. The use of force by the police also becomes a way of preventing property destruction and loss of life. However, when the police use of force turns to violence, it can lead to the loss of lives of innocent civilians. Such loss of lives and injuries contradict the police values and principles that are deeply rooted in protecting human life.
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